IN THE NEWS:  
 
Boy Mad at his mother burns down Dollar General Store in Chattanooga
 
CHATANOOGA, Tenn. (AP) -- A 9-year-old boy told investigators he set a fire that burned
down a Dollar General Store in Chattanooga because he was mad at his mother. No one was
hurt in the fire at the store on Hixson Pike. Fire investigators have charged the boy with
aggravated arson and reckless endangerment. Fire Department spokesman Bruce Garner said
in a statement that the boy told firefighters he was mad at his mother, so he walked to the
rear of the store and set rolls of bathroom tissue on fire. Store manager Tammy Laney said
she tried unsuccessfully to put the flames out herself. She then got everyone out and
called 911.  The Dollar General Store and its contents are a total loss. The store has seven
employees. 
 
BLOGS:  
1. "The kid is a future serial killer. His neighborhood's probably already had pets go missing."
 
2. "If we did something like this when I was a child, we got a good switching. And to add
     insult to injury, if we did not get a switch the proper size, we were marched back to cut
     the right size and then got the switch!!  Kids today are not taught respect or anything
     that goes with it. No respect these days."
 
3. "Too many parents allow this. I know of a mother right now that allows this with her
     two children. One just turned 20 and the other is about 16. They both have cars and
     jobs and stay drunk all the time. I showed their grandmother the MySpace pages
     where they are stone drunk. This is bad."
 
4. Excellent idea. The wood shed should be brought back. Too many parents are too lax
    these days. My daddy would make my sister and myself cut our own switches. Talk
    about punishment. That kid and his mother need to be held accountable -- now!"
 
5. "Why are they trying to decide what to do about the 9-year-old who set fire to the
     Dollar General Store? Why do they need to ponder this? Make the parent pay for a 
     new store. Don't like it? It'll teach them to watch their kids."
 
6. "Looks like the kid won the argument. In a perfect world he'd be fetching a switch and
     if the parent had to foot the bill, he'd be grounded till he was 18. 'Oh, you want to go
     out with your friends? Here's a picture of the business you burned to the ground!"
 
7. "You can't charge a 9-year-old as an adult and it's stupid to do so. We have a juvenile
     justice system for a reason, that being that a 9-year-old child does not have the same
     ability to reason or understand the consequences of his actions as an adult does."
 
8. "All of his toys, burn them. Then at Christmas, burn all of his presents with the
     wrapping still on them. That'll teach him."
  
9. "You can't throw him into an adult jail, but he should have to do a good number of 
     unpleasant community service hours. Maybe cleaning downtown public toilets, helping
     incontinent old people, working in a burn unit, cleaning up those homes you read about 
     where the crazy cat ladies live and feces and dead cats are all over the place."
 
10. "What should be done: The kid should be sent to juvy. What will be done: The kid will
      be diagnosed as having ADD, court gives him a pat on the wrist, morons blame the
      mother, society and grand theft auto 4."
 
11. "It might mark the first time a Dollar Store lighter has ever worked properly!"

 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
 
1. Do you think the blog writers were too harsh? Yes or no?

2. Do you think authorities went too easy on the boy and his mother?

3. Who is to blame here -- the mother, the boy, society?

4. Is it fair to assume a discipline problem here or could there be other issues unknown?

5. Children and parents get mad at each other every day. What can a parent do to prevent
    this level of anger (assuming no medical or psychological issues with the boy)?

6. If this was merely a matter of failure on the part of the parent, what message does that
    send to our society today? What does it say about the family structures of today?

7. Besides possible medical or psychological issues, what other issues could have fueled the
    boy’s anger?

8. Knowing her son's temper, should the mother have given in to his request in the store
    and dealt with the issue when they got home?

9. Do you think there was a father in the picture? What might have been his reaction?

10. What are some safe ways to vent our anger whenever we are very angry?

 
WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES SAY?
 
1. Proverbs 17:15  -- How important is it to get the facts before we judge?
2. John 7:45-52 -- No condemnation without first looking at the facts
3. Acts 5:35-40 -- Caution before criticism may be the best course of action
4. Prov. 22:15 ; 23:13 & 14 -- When is this a good idea? When is it not a good idea?
5. Prov. 23:24 & 25  -- List the benefits of disciplined children
6. 2 Timothy 1:5 -- What are the benefits of a positive influence? A Godly influence?
7. Prov. 25:28 -- What is the potential of anger out of control?
8. Prov. 30:33 -- What can be done about continual anger?
9. Prov. 15:1 -- What words from the mother might have prevented this atrocity?
                         How can we learn to speak more positive words to our children?
10. 2 Corinthians 7:10 -- Do you think this boy is sorry now? What could he do in order to
                                   prove how sorry he is?
