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Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin is on the offensive against 'Late Night' host David Letterman for an off-color joke he made about her daughter and New York Yankees baseball player Alex Rodriguez. David Letterman directly apologized to Gov. Palin and her daughters on his program Monday night, saying he took responsibility for a joke that had offended Ms. Palin her family and her supporters. He apologized from his "Late Show" desk Monday night. 
    Mr. Letterman opened the desk portion of his show with the apology, in which he said he wanted to say he was sorry to "the two daughters involved, Bristol and Willow, and also to the governor and her family and to everybody who was  outraged by the joke." Two weeks ago on his "Late Show" program on CBS, he had joked about Governor Palin attending a Yankee game with her daughter. The joke, in which Mr. Letterman seemingly confused Willow, who is 14 and attended a Yankee game with Governor Palin that week, with Bristol, who is 18 and an unwed mother, had to do with the Yankee slugger Alex Rodriguez impregnating Ms. Palin's daughter. 
    Last week Mr. Letterman somewhat defiantly said that there was a misconception going on and that he would never make a sexually charged joke about a 14-year-old. But he never expressly explained that he had inadvertently confused the two Palin daughters. Monday he acknowledged that as the host of the program it was his responsibility to get the joke right. "I told a joke that was beyond flawed, and my intent is completely meaningless compared to the perception." He also insisted he was confused about the daughters. "I was told at the time she was there with Rudy Giuliani", Mr. Letterman said. "I should have made the joke about Rudy." 
    The issue has been seized upon by supporters of Ms. Palin, who have called for everything from a boycott of Mr. Letterman's advertisers to his outright firing. They have planned a rally for Tuesday at Mr. Letterman's theater on Broadway in Manhattan. Some media commentators said that Mr. Letterman was keeping the controversy alive for the sake of  ratings, but he seemed to make a special effort Monday to get the apology right. He even taped it a second time after he mistakenly referred to Bristol Palin once as "Brooke" in the first effort. 
    CBS executives said Monday that they had exercised no pressure on the late-night star to offer any apology and that they had seen no real impact on the advertisers from the protesters.  One advertiser, Embassy Suites Hotels, sent word
to Ms. Palin's supporters that it had ceased advertising on CBS's web site and did not want to be associated in any way with Mr. Letterman's comments.

Questions to consider:

1. Do you think people overreacted to Mr. Letterman's "joke"? Did Embassy Suites Hotels overreact?
2. Where do you draw the line between acceptable jokes and unacceptable?
3. How do you feel about the response of Ms. Palin and her supporters?
4. What right thing did Mr. Letterman do?
5. What risk does Mr. Letterman and other comedians run in talking frequently about other people?
6. You can imagine there were a lot of "blogs" or comments both ways about this situation. What is 

     the danger of "jumping on the band wagon"?

What does the Bible say?



1. Misinterpreting what someone else says: 
       Job 34:35
2. The urge to do something: Job 11:2
3. Behaving decently: Rom 13:13
4. Loose tongues: Eph. 5:4; 4:29; Titus 2:8 & 3:2
    Prov 11:9; 4:24; 6:12-14; 20:19 cp vs 23; 26:20;
    Matt. 15:16-20
5. Problems with the tongue: James 3:1-12
6. Listening to gossip: Prov 17:4; 
7. Looking to get something on someone: Mk 3:1,2

8.  Condemning without fist looking at facts: 
      Jn 7:50,-51
9.   Listening to rumors: Jeremiah 51:46
10. apologizing: Gen 33:1-11; Matt 5:23,24;
      Lk 15:21;  Lk 18:13; Eph 4:26
11. scriptures for Ms. Palin: Matt 1:19 cp 27:12-14;
      I Thes. 4:11; I Peter 3:9; Neh 9:17; Ps 103:9,10
12. scriptures for Mr. Letterman: Mk 3:2; 
      2 Thes 3:11
