June 21, 2009           Over Zealous Christians


In light of the recent slaying of abortionist Dr. Tiller and the reaction to it from both sides, I thought
it might be helpful to discuss the problem or existence of Christians who tend to be overly zealous.
We don't know for sure whether or not the killer was a Christian, but many have labeled him so
and run with it. At any rate, it is good for us to take a fresh look at our level of commitment to Christ and the Church.

BLOGS

What makes a Christian (or any other religion) over zealous? Don't you have strong feelings about your religious (or non-religious) beliefs and choices? Don't we all have the right to worship (or not) as we see fit as long as no one is harmed?

We all have the right to believe, practice, and hold dear our own ideas. However, I have run into some people who think it is their right and duty to convert the entire world to their belief system. I have no problem with someone sharing their ideas -- it's when I have politely declined and they become more vehement, won't stop, or keep coming back, when it bothers me. The same way it would if a salesman of any other product did that. 

At the same time I get fed up with people belittling my beliefs. I get tired of hearing how they don't believe in God's existence therefore my beliefs are ridiculous. So I guess I am saying many non-believers are just as over zealous.

There are plenty of people who are vocal about their belief (or lack of - as you put it), but I have never had anyone knock on my door, hand me a pamphlet, or tell me I will have eternal unrest if I don't *stop* believing in God. That, to me, is the difference. I don't know Pagans who go around trying to convert other people to Paganism; I don't know Atheists who go on "missions" to spread Atheism. I also don't know too many people other than Christians who think that their belief system is the only valid one.

I don't try to convert anyone who doesn't want to hear it. I figure as long as I believe that is really all I am accountable for. 

I don't force my beliefs on anyone and tend to steer clear of real life conversations where religion is the topic unless I know the people well. I also don't look down upon those who don't share my thoughts, the path they choose to take is their own to pick ... just as mine is.

How is it anyone's right to judge me just for believing in God?

Unfortunately in most cases I see the Christian belief forced more so than the non, but that may be because I don't believe?!?!

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT:

1. Do you think it is possible for any Christian to really go "overboard" with his or her faith? Is it  possible that "too much of a good thing" could apply?

2. Where do you draw the line between being committed enough to tell others about Jesus and not offending them?

3. Is my failure to witness to others a sign of the weakness of my faith? Am I embarrassing God?

4. Is there ever a time (or was there ever a time in history) when it is / was right to boldly enforce Christian principles on society regardless of the consequences?

5. Were the Christian martyrs of years gone by wrong? Could they have "laid low" and lived another 

day to tell the story of Jesus?

6. Is it ok to "live and let live"? Can't we just say it is everyone's responsibility to find out for themselves and they will be judged by their choice either to accept or reject Jesus? 

7. When is it really "safe" to "move in for the kill" when it comes to witnessing for the Lord?

8. Is everyone really free to "find their own truth"?


SCRIPTURES:

Mark 12:30  /  Mathew 23:1 - 33  /  Romans 10:1-4
Acts 18:24-26  / John 13:34,35  /  Mt 14:13 & 15:21
Mk 9:9  /  Lk 8:49-56  /  Lk 13:31-33  /  Jn 7:1-13
(cp verse 14)  /  John 11:53,54
