IN THE NEWS:

Recently, Dr. George Tiller, 67, one of the few providers of late-term abortions in the country, was shot to death while serving as an usher in his church in Wichita, Kansas as his wife sang in the choir. The shooter fled, but three hours later, Scott Roeder, 51, was arrested 170 miles away in Kansas City. He has since been charged with first-degree murder in the killing of Tiller.
    Roeder, who has been described as having virulent anti-abortion views, is thought to have acted alone, & the killing has been condemned by national anti-abortion groups. For example, Rev. Gary Glass, director of the Christian Anti-Defamation Commission, an abortion opponent, said of Roeder that "This guy is not one of us, and if he thinks he is, then he is deluded." Nonetheless, some observers see his action as the extreme result of a tone set by some anti-abortion groups as well as by at least one TV commentator who dubbed the doctor as "Tiller the baby killer." And even after the doctor was gunned down, a few abortion foes described his shooting as "justified". Dan Holman, of the anti-abortion group Missionaries to the Preborn said that Tiller's death was something to "cheer". 
    Several religious leaders on both sides of the abortion question, however, unequivocally condemned the killing. On Monday, a number of religious leaders who are committed to finding common-ground solutions to reduce abortions by addressing its root causes issued the following statement: 
  



  "We were shocked and saddened to hear that Dr. 

George Tiller was murdered at his church yesterday

morning. Such violence is an affront to the teachings

of all faith traditions and an attack on civil society. 

Houses of worship have served as sanctuaries providing

safe harbor even in times of widespread violence for

millennia -- that this act took place in Dr. Tiller's church

where he was serving as an usher on Sunday morning

only underscores its abhorrence. We condemn it, and

we pray for Dr. Tiller's family, church and community.

AS people of faith working to create civility & common

ground on abortion, this reprehensible attack reminds

us of our moral obligation to respect the humanity of

those on both sides of this issue. Wherever we stand,

this act offends us all."


    Roeder's ex-wife Lindsey Roeder told the Associated Press that her former husband had become "very religious, in an Old Testament, eye-for-an-eye way." She added that "all he cared about is anti-abortion, 'the church is this, God is this,' yada, yada." Roeder's brother David Roeder said that Scott has a history of mental illness.
    Tiller is the fourth abortion doctor in the U.S. to be slain since 1993 but there have been many other violent acts against abortion providers as well. The National Abortion Federation has cataloged more than 6000 incidents in the U.S. & Canada between 1977 and 2009, including arson, bombings and butyric acid attacks. As one of only a few doctors who performed abortions in the third trimester, Tiller and his clinic had long been the target of vandalism and assault. He had previously been shot in both arms. But calling access to abortion "a matter of survival for women", Tiller refused to give up his practice. 
    Many of the women who came to Tiller's clinic desperately wanted children but had had something go terribly wrong with their pregnancies. He also aborted healthy late-term fetuses in cases where in the words of Kansas law, this would prevent "substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function," for the mother. 

THE BIG QUESTIONS

1. The shooter of Dr. Tiller & those who agree with his action might argue that the slaying was justified because it may prevent some fetuses from being aborted in the future. This is a version of the old “the end justifies the means" argument. Can such an argument ever be valid? Explain your answer. 


2. At what point does religious belief become evil?

3. It is possible that the killing of Dr. Tiller will have the opposite effect of what the gunman hoped, that his action will hurt the image & cause of those groups who oppose abortion, even when they express their opposition in legal & morally acceptable ways. (Some pro-life groups have already expressed this worry). What other unwanted results to a cause can result from extreme actions?

4. What is the difference between a deep faith commitment, which in the church would be considered positive & uplifting, & a fanatical faith commitment, which might be considered negative and dangerous?

5. What signals ought to alert us in our own lives when our faith commitment is drifting towards fanaticism?

6. Is the act of walking into a church in the name of God to kill an abortion provider really any different from a suicide bomber walking into a marketplace in the mane of Allah to kill whoever is there?

7. What does it mean to have a consistent ethic of life? Are there ever circumstances where an assassination is the morally right thing to do? If so, when?

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Consider the following scriptures texts:

Revelation 3:16
Acts 7:57,58
Matthew 13:30
Mark 12:30
Matt. 23:15
Romans 10:1-4
