IN THE NEWS ....

SPRINGFIELD -- A Waynesville High School baseball player
is in critical condition after getting hit with a pitch in a 
game at Lebanon High School on Tuesday. Patrick Clegg, 
16, was in a medically induced coma for part of Wednesday to try to keep his brain from swelling but doctors took him
out of his coma late in the day. In an interview at the hospital on Wednesday afternoon, the player's father said
the outlook is grim. Mike Clegg said doctors have found
"about 90 percent lack of brain activity." Clegg said family
members, two at a time, are staying with the teenager
around the clock in the intensive care unit. Patrick is a
junior pitcher who also plays second base and shortstop.
He posted his baseball profile online in hopes of being
recruited by colleges. Patrick was batting in the top of the
2nd inning when he turned to avoid being hit by a pitch. 
The baseball hit him in the back of the neck, just below
his helmet, and he collapsed to the ground after a couple of seconds. The Lebanon Schools athletics director says
nurses rushed from the stands to help, and an ambulance
was on the scene quickly. A helicopter ambulance brought
him to Springfield. The teams did not play the rest of the
game. Waynesville High School officials said in a telephone
interview that they are saddened by the tragic accident.
They have counselors available for other students, and
their thoughts and prayers are with Patrick and his family. The situation at Lebanon is similar. "We met with
the guys early this morning just to get them up-to-date
on what's going on," said Lebanon Athletics Director Tom
Pezzeti. "We also looked to our seniors to make a 
decision on a game we have this afternoon, scheduled
with Kickapoo, and we've decided not to play that game,
basically in respect for what has happened and for the
family." Students from Waynesville and Lebanon rode
busses to Springfield to show support for Patrick at the
hospital.  FOX  NEWS -- The father of a south-central
Missouri baseball player who died after being hit by a 
wild throw said Friday that he doesn't blame the pitcher.
Mike Clegg said he hugged the Lebanon High School
player whose pitch hit 16-year-old Patrick Clegg and
told him it was an "absolute aberration" and a freak
accident and he shouldn't hold himself responsible. "I
hope that leads to him believing that he is going the 
right direction and get back out there and play the 
game, because that is what my son would tell him to do
if he had the opportunity," Mike Clegg said. (Patrick's)
father, who had returned in March from 8 months in 
Iraq, said Patrick had been receiving letters from colleges
interested in recruiting him. "He was exactly where he
wanted to be in life," Mike Clegg said. "He was in the
process of getting letters from colleges for baseball.
We saw nothing but hope for his future at the collegiate
level and hopefully beyond."  On Friday, Patrick's organs
were donated to those in need. Parkview head coach,
John Thompson, whose team is scheduled to take on 
Waynesville in 2 weeks, was stunned to hear the news.
"I think any time you encounter the reality of life as it
enters the game, it hits home with everybody. It doesn't
matter who you're playing for or what team you're on.
In that situation, you just think about the player and his
family in this important time." Patrick Clegg's death is
being viewed as an unavoidable tragedy. He wore his
helmet and correctly turned his back to the pitch so as
to protect his face and chest.   READER FEEDBACK:
(Nicholas) "I live 5 miles from W'ville where the kid
went to school. I go to a smaller school called Dixon and
I play baseball there. It makes you look at how fast your
life can be taken away from you, even when you are
doing what you love. You have to live your life to the
fullest because you never know when it's going to end."
(Bill) "I really hope the pitcher knows it's not his fault. 
Sounds like the boy's father is a class act. He knows it's
not the pitcher's fault" (Joshua) "Man that's not good.
The dude has to feel really bad. Hope he knows it's not
his fault." (K. in Camdenton) "I am so distraught with 
what happened to not only Patrick, but Austin, too. I
pray every chance I get for both families and both 
teams." (a mother) "My heart breaks for this family. My
son had a brain injury, so I know how much this hurts."
(Many wrote that they were praying for a full recovery
for Patrick). (writer from Iberia who has 3 sons who play
baseball) "We want also to give our support to the
pitcher. Believe in your heart that you were not at fault.
Everyone knows this wasn't intentional." (a West Plains
High School student) "A West Plains High School student
was injured Friday during a game, as well. We need to 
do more to protect our children. Sports are great, but 
if they sustain life-altering injuries, that is not good 
either."  (anonymous) "The kid who threw this pitch is
a really good friend of our family. He is really torn up by
this. Please pray not only for the family of (Patrick) but
also for Austin, the one who threw the pitch." (Sarah -- 
Waynesville HS student) "We are having prayer for 
Patrick around the flag pole tomorrow morning." (Troy
Day) "LHS pitcher, just understand that this was NOT
your fault, at all. It was just a freak accident that was
not meant to happen. I hope you get better, soon."
(close friend) "We just want to thank the Lebanon 
baseball team & their staff for canceling their game 
today with Kickapoo and making the bus trip to see
Patrick. Even the LHS principal made the trip to check
on Patrick and his family. This was a class act."

Questions:

1. What does this story tell us about the brevity of life?
2. About the blessings of friendships?
3. About the importance of eternal matters?
4. About blaming yourself for accidental injuries?
5. If you were the parents of the pitcher, what would
     you tell your son?
6. If you could visit the parents of Patrick, what would
    you like to say to them that would help?
7. What do you think about the Lebanon team canceling
    their next game and visiting the hospital?
8. What does this tell us about making plans for the 
     future? Patrick had college plans and beyond.
9. Nurses rushed from the stands to help. What does 
    that tell you about helping others in our "me" society?
10. How can we handle the "freak accidents" of life?
11. How do you "get back out there" when you feel
      terrible about what you have done? What are some
      wrong reactions one can have? Right reactions?
12. Patrick donated his organs. What are the benefits of
     this kind of thing to his family? To the receptors?
13. Sometimes when we have done all we can do to
     protect ourselves & tragedy still happens, what does
     that say to you about life? About God?
14. One lady referred to her own son's brain injury. 
     What does that tell you about using your trials to
     help others?
15. What about "doing more to protect our children"? 
     Is this our way of trying to prevent trouble? Can we?
16. Do you think this last comment is good in that it
     reminds us how tragedy can bring out better things?
17. Having prayer for Patrick around the flag pole was a
     great and needed idea. How does prayer help in a
     time like this? 
18. What are the benefits of friends coming together
     around a flagpole or wherever to share their grief?

Scriptures to examine:
Job 7:6 ; James 4:13-15 ; I Samuel 18:1-4 ; Matthew
27:3-5 ; Psalm 23

