IN THE NEWS: Internet Addiction In China
 
Internet addiction is one of the biggest social problems in China today. Sadly i China, Internet addiction is not a phenomenon that everyone just "grows out of". Robert Vance reports, "In the past, I have taught English to post-graduate students and the most common hobby amongst them is immersing themselves in war and other role playing games on the Internet. While I am generally surrounded by young men at the Internet cafe, I am always surprised by the number of middle-aged men that I encounter. Many of the intense gaming sessions are accompanied by chain smoking which is why the air in many Internet cafes in China is perpetually cloudy & dirty.
      

The Chinese government has recognized that there is a problem with Internet addiction and as usual, it has attempted to insert itself into the daily affairs of Chinese businesses by forcing a number of rules and regulations on Internet users. These regulations have included but are not limited to imposing time usage and restrictions and requiring Internet cafes to scan in a copy of each user's government issued ID before they are allowed to access the Internet. But these "laws" are difficult to enforce. Many Internet cafes are tucked away out of sight from the street or located on the 3rd or 4th floor of a non-descript building. Of course there are plenty of Chinese people now who can afford to buy their own computer systems and play games at home whenever they wish. 
      

There is an important reason why Internet addiction persists so strongly in China. For many in China, there is simply too little to hope for. There is still too little to get excited about. While some people use the Internet to escape from the harsh reality that still is China, others simply have nothing better to do. Besides, for the cost of a movie ticket in China or an hour of badminton, a person can spend 6-10 hours playing games, watching
movies, and chatting with friends at all hours of the day and night. It is no wonder that so many of my Chinese counterparts are blurry eyed and half asleep when I encounter them every morning."
 
CNN:
 
Internet use has skyrocketed in China, especially among teens. And Chinese parents have turned to hundreds of training camps that offer to wean their children -- mostly teenagers -- from excessive internet use.
         

There are at least 400 private rehabilitation clinics or camps in the country, according to a recent survey by the China Youth Internet Association, adding that China has 10 million teenage Web addicts. China is in the process of classifying Internet addiction as a mental illness, according to China Tech News. Medical experts have called for laws and regulations to govern treatment.
 
note from Larry:
 
I'll do a little more research before Sunday and bring you some facts and figures about addiction in the U.S. 
Still, why don't you, if you have the time, do some homework on this, too? Bring your findings to class. It could prove very interesting yet scary!
 
Questions to think about:
 
1. Why do you think Internet addiction is a problem anywhere in the world?
2. Do you think there should be a national or statewide monitoring system on our internet usage?
3. How is the internet affecting us as a society: socially, physically, mentally, morally, spiritually, educationally?
4. How do children get "hooked" on the internet? (lack of supervision, boredom, curiosity, etc)
5. What is your opinion about "boot camps"? Do you think they would work?
6. Do you need to spend less time on the Internet and more time doing more productive things?
7. What other "avenues" do we get "hooked" on that take up our time and affect our lives negatively?
8. What safeguards can we take to impact our Internet usage?
9. If you have a friend or loved one hooked on the internet, what are some productive ways you can go about helping them?
10. If there was a web site or place of help for Internet addicts, do you think many would use them?
11. How do we "justify" the amount of time we spend on the internet?
12. Like many other things, the Internet can be very helpful and useful when properly used. How do things manage to "get out of hand"?
 
What does the Bible say?
 
1. Ecclesiastes 2:10 >  indulging yourself
2. Psalm 101:3 > guarding yourself against evil
3. Prov 21:16 > consequences of lack of control\
4. 2 Peter 2:15 > chasing after "the wages of wickedness"
5. Jude 13 > consequences
6. Rom 8:13 > warnings / precautions
7. Galatians 5:24 > taking charge of your life
8. Matthew 5:29 > taking immediate action
9. Colossians 3:5  /  I Peter 2:11 > the war we all fight
10. Ecclesiastes 2:1 > seeing the big picture

