IN THE NEWS

     For nearly two weeks our televisions have given us a lot of information about the passing of Michael Jackson. Say what you like, but on the positive side, Michael was able to spend his life doing what he loved best -- music. Many do not get to do what they love best. Millions fell in love with Michael and his brand of music. But, of course, the media coverage has really saturated us with information. This has not merely been a national thing, but a worldwide thing.  
    Time magazine commented on Tuesday's memorial service for Jackson, saying "the Staples Center memorial ended up being more tasteful, moving and apt than the week and a half's media circus that led up to it."  The St. Petersburg Times (Florida) headlined one story this week, "Michael Jackson media coverage goes toward bizarre excess," and asked in the article's lead sentence "What is it about Michael Jackson that can make the media world lose its collective mind?"
    But you can hardly blame the media for their reaction to this event. CNN, for example, experienced a 900% viewership increase. When advertiser-financed news media see that kind of response, it is understandable why they schedule hour-long specials on the event and lead every news program for 2 weeks with "new details" about the occurrence. 
    Attendance at the Jackson memorial service (in a venue with 20,000 seats, all filled), the emotional responses of "millions" according to one press report) at his death and the skyrocketing sales of his albums and videos are also indicators of the adulation directed toward the singer known as the "King of Pop". As of Wednesday, Jackson's albums held all 10 top positions on Billboard's top pop catalog albums chart. 
    Many observers of the events following Jackson's death have noted that some of the reaction is more than mourning and is more like worship. One minister watched the memorial service on TV and commented about the following:



1. Calling him the "King of Pop". He was referred to as an idol, buried in a 


    14K gold casket, and the service opened with Andre Crouch's song 


    "Soon And Very Soon" (we are going to see the King). Were they thinking 


     about King Michael or King Jesus? If it had not been for the pastor's 


     closing comments, when he said Michael would bow the knee to the King
    
     of Kings, that ambiguity might not have been clarified.

2. How the pastor handled Christian prayer in a  pluralistic venue 


    ("Let those who agree say 'Amen'"). 

3. The absence of Scripture in the service.
           4. The visuals in the performance of "We Are The World" which used religious 

                symbols from various world religions as if they were all on the same level. 


     What this kind of global epic experience conveys to watchers about 

                Christianity and Christ as but one choice among many equally valid choices. 

                The all-roads-lead-to-heaven deception. How to communicate the uniqueness 

                of Jesus when such a powerful media experience suggests otherwise.


The Questions:

1. What are the dangers of paying tribute to any human being, no matter how worthy, to the point where   the person (or his or her memory) is elevated to superhuman status?


2. Criticizing the amount of praise heaped on someone can make the criticizer sound self-righteous. What spirit and attitudes should be at work in us when we challenge behavior we see as hero worship?


3. Do you think those leading the funeral service felt pressured to give a "generic" touch to the service
or did they personally feel that all religious are equal? How do you feel about it?

4. How did Christianity get to be equal (in the eyes of the world) with other religious options? When and
    how did it cease to be number one -- or has it? 


5. Do you think people are swayed in their religious beliefs by the media and by famous people? Why?

6. When someone has lived a worldly life, why do you think the world is quick to "preach them into heaven"? What does this tell you about the average non-Christian?

7. Do you think anyone tried to tell Michael Jackson about Jesus during his lifetime?

8. Do we have the right to judge where someone has gone when they die, or should we leave
that up to God? 

What does the Bible say?

1. Daniel 6:7
2. Acts 10:25,26
3. Matt. 3:7-10  /  Acts 7:51-60  /  Jn 5:16-18
4. Rev 2:10
