In the News: 

Over the last 20 years, Americans as individuals have become more isolated from one another. That was the finding of a study set for publication in the American Sociological Review. The findings show that more than ever, Americans are separated from one another and have few close friends. Using data from a national survey of 1500 American adults that has been ongoing since 1972, researchers found that nearly 25% of those who were surveyed said they had "zero" close friends, persons with whom they could discuss personal matters. About half of those surveyed had 2 or fewer close confidants, and often those were members of the person's immediate family. This is in stark contrast to what Americans reported on the matter of friendships in 1985. Back then, most of the surveyed groups said they had 3 longstanding friends, and some could name 4 or 5 close relationships within their neighborhoods or communities. The lead author of the study, Duke University Professor LynnSmith-Lovin, said that this social change "indicates something that is not good for our society." He maintained that ties to a close network of friends create a social safety net that is good for both society in general and individuals in particular. Although the surveyed group was not asked why they had fewer friends, Smith-Lovin said it was probably because people are working more, marrying later, having fewer offspring, and commuting farther to work. The study also revealed that non-whites and people with less education have even smaller social networks, meaning that in personal emergencies and communal disasters, they have fewer people they can call on for help than do white, highly educated persons.


Questions for Discussion:

1. Think of close friends you had in your younger years. 

     What was it about them that made you feel close?
2. What are the consequences of isolation socially, religiously, personally?

3. Why do you think the level of education was a factor? Shouldn't people of all levels have friends?

4. Is shared belief in Jesus Christ sufficient grounds for a personal friendship? Why or why not?

5. What role should the church play in fostering a sense of community among its members?
    What prevents that from happening?

6. Do Christians have an obligation to address loneliness  in society?

7. Should Christians have non-Christian friends?

8. If you could design the perfect close friend, what characteristics would he/she have?

9. As an adult, do you view personal friendships differently from how you viewed them when you 
    were a teenager? If so, how? Was it easier to make friends then or now?

10. What keeps you from being a close friend to someone?
